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Meeting Notes

Discussion on Schools

October 21, 2008

Topic #1: Parental Involvement

Question:

a) How can we get through language barriers and get parents

involved with their child’s education, i.e. help with homework?

Possible Solutions:

· Invest in “Parent /Teacher Home Visitation Program” - based on successful model in the Sacramento City Unified School District

· Inquire about “Community-Based Literacy Program” (and other Adult Education courses) offered by California State University, Sacramento, UC Davis, or Sacramento City College - Extension.

· Expand participation and increase funding for “Parent Institute for Quality Education” (PIQE) -  Currently offered to approx. 100 parents at River City High School

Question:

b) How can we bridge the technology gap and digital divide between parents and kids, i.e. is there community access to computers?

Possible Solutions:

· Help spread the word about “Computers 4 Kids” – A nonprofit educational organization that helps supply computers to schools and organizations.  Anyone can donate, volunteer, or apply for a grant.  

· Please help us thank the California State Teachers Retirement System (CalSTRS), who will also be donating their current computers to our community and schools when they move into their new facility in West Sacramento on the River Walk, in 2009.

· Check out “Computers for Learning” (CFL) – A federal program which specifically matches the computer needs of schools and educational nonprofit organizations with excess equipment in Federal agencies.  For more information, please visit their website http://computersforlearning.gov/
· Don’t forget to visit the Yolo County Library in person or online at http://www.yolocounty.org/Index.aspx?page=259.  Our local branch is located at 840 Jefferson Boulevard in West Sacramento, CA  95691.  Phone:  (916) 375-6465.

· Students and their families are also encouraged to visit their child’s school for access to the computer lab on campus.

Topic #2: Connecting our Youth to Seniors

Question:

a) How can we increase and improve the interaction between our young people and our senior population?

Possible Solutions:

· Create an “Adopt a School” or “Adopt a Classroom” Program, whereby Seniors and other adults could volunteer in our neighborhood Schools.

· Start a new mentor program to connect our children and seniors, such as “Foster Grandparents”, that will be mutually beneficial for both children and seniors.

· Invite and bring Seniors directly to our classrooms and schools (i.e. arts & crafts projects, game night, lunch buddies, etc.)

· Organize field trips from the Senior Center to the Teen Center (and vice-versa) with a coordinate schedule and a variety of activities.

· Sign-up students and other volunteers for community service learning projects at the Senior Center.

Topic #3: Career Technical Education Programs (CTE)

Question:

a) What programs are available to students and to our community?

Possible Solutions:

· Increase our partnerships and working relationships with California State University, Sacramento, UC Davis, and Sacramento City College in order to increase and enhance educational opportunities for all students.

· For more information on what CTE programs our local school district currently offers, please visit the Washington Unified School District office (located at 930 Westacre Road in West Sac.), or you may also view information online at http://www.wusd.k12.ca.us/
· Also, visit the new River City High School campus and learn first-hand about all the CTE programs offered to students.   The new campus is located at 2801 Jefferson Blvd. in West Sac. and is scheduled to open on Jan. 5th, 2009.

· Talk to our local businesses about possible internships and programs.

