B&BCAG meeting held on Tuesday, October 21, 2008

Report from Mary Lasell on

Historical Preservation/Weed Abatement/

Beautification and Neighborhood Upgrades

Historical Preservation

Problems

Are WUSD students going to our Museum?

Are there Victorian Homes left?  Yes.

Solutions

WUSD students should be going to our Museum.

New Community Center will have a gallery for the Historical Museum.

Old Bryte Firehouse will be for storage (not for old fire trucks).

Weed Abatement

Problems

Property owners relying on the City to notify them that it is time to remove the weeds on their property.

Vacant corner lots are more noticeable when not cared for.

Weeds and trash on sidewalks.

Downed trees should be removed (not just the weeds).

The City needs to do a better job enforcing weed abatement.

Solutions

Charge property owners $1500 to discourage them from waiting for their once a year notice. 

Weeds should be removed twice a year.

Maintenance of vacant properties should be done all year—not once a year.

Plant native grass seed to decrease the weeds on vacant properties.

Mow neighbor’s yard.

Army Corps and Water Resources keep their area up.  We can follow their example.

Articulate Weed Abatement Program through a City brochure.  The process and who you would contact.

Beautification and Neighborhood Upgrades

Problems

Remove old cars from driveways and backyards.

Dog owners need to clean up after their dog.

Code Enforcement driving by problem properties, but don’t see that they are cleaned up in a timely manner.

Solutions

Yearly pick up at curbs.

Website listing to advertise used goods and free cycle.

Yard/Garage/Estate/Other signs should be removed after event and placed at residents homes that put the signs up.

City should make a call or go to the address that is on the yard/garage/estate/other sign.

A yard/Garage/Estate/Other sign on traffic posts/poles/signals is already a misdemeanor.

Use the tree program.

Renovated homes could get awards.

Four or five blocks of residents can get together and help seniors clean up; mow; haul way items.

Road clean-up sponsored by (street name).

Best Block award.

Most Improved Block award.

RCHS do clean up on West Capitol Avenue for volunteer hours/get a free bus pass.

Organize program to do trash pick up.

Seniors that garden could mentor to children/youth.

Keep calling Code Enforcement on problem properties.

Community cleans up the problem properties and work with Neighborhood Watch.

City might offer to help residents clean up a problem property.

Vehicle Abatement still in effect.  Call Code Enforcement.

Identify City contact for vehicle abatement.  

Find out what the process is and time frame when making a complaint to Code Enforcement.

Go to City website (www.cityofwestsacramento.org) and fill out comment/complaint form.

Create a “City directory of services”.

Political signs—write down all locations for easy retrieval after Election Day.

Signs on strategic corners—have a “local” person remove them.

Utility pole owners pony up $1000 a year for sign removal.

Old chain link fences bring down property values.  All chain link fences should be removed (but not the gates at the Rivers).

Apply for City grants to replace chain link fences with nicer looking fencing materials.

