Community Gardens and Parks Roundtable

Round 1 Table 2

Attendees: 3 young people from Sacramento considering buying their homes here in Bryte and Broderick. Sister Cora and Ben Chavez from the neighborhood Holy Cross Catholic Church. Sharon Freitas from San Pedro Park Association and David Shpak from Parks and Recreation.

1. Funding organization, California Endowment, will be awarding grants of $340,000 over the next 3 years with a focus on Health and Nutrition.

2. Our Catholic church will be discussing the possibility of a community garden on church property.

3. Some community gardens donate a portion of food grown to the local food bank.

4. San Pedro would like to have more community events at the park and have the park utilized more by the community. San Pedro needs volunteer assistance with grounds work. Discussion of San Pedro as a possible site for a neighborhood farmers market.

5. Question about the cost of water for community gardens. Water for the community gardens is a concern and would like to discuss if the City of West Sacramento could consider providing water for community gardens.

6. School community gardens will remain open said WUSD superintendent at a 2x2 meeting on Sept 15th. WUSD would like to have a memorandum of agreement with the City about the community gardens. People flt it was important to involve the children in the gardens.

7. West Sacrmento school gardens were funded by  USDA Federal grants  several years ago and the students were very involved. There is state curriculum available now for utilizing gardens as classrooms for learning science and math. There is funding available now for school gardens through the State department of Education.

8. More and better lighting in the parks in the evening and at night. Pursue grants for solar powered lighting in the parks.

9. West Sacramento to become the “City of Gardens” begin by focusing on the beautiful gardens here in Bryte and Broderick. Not only community gardens but many types and sizes of gardens. 

Round 2 Table 1

1. Take better care of Elkhorn Park by having better lighting in the evening, pick up of broken glass. Plant flowers at Elkhorn Plaza.

2. Gardens promised at Rivers golf course. Now a dumpsite for landscaping waste as the view of apartment folks on Douglas and Lighthouse Drive.  Keep promise to create a botanical park.

3. Gates to Rivers green area supposed to remain open for neighborhood use but gates are closed.  Keep gates open.

4. Not only community gardens but develop other types of gardens such as rose garden park, drought tolerant park, native, kids garden. 

5. Neighbors adopt a corner and make a garden, keep it looking lovely.

6. Plant gardens in vacant lots but not private owned places.

Round 3 Table 3

1. Identify lots that can be used as gardens sites

2. City had gardens in the 1980’s near an apartment complex for about 80 families. (not in Bryte and Broderick)

3. There is city property at 5th and A Streets, possible garden site.

4. We need to have a farmer’s market here in our neighborhood.

5. There is already a farmers market operating on Sunday mornings on Sacramento Ave. for the after church crowd. Dangerous traffic situation.

6. Identify a site for a farmers market. Possibility River City Parking lot or property at  Bryte and Hobson.

